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MINUTES OF SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 20th AUGUST 2008 AT 10:00 AM IN THE

DENNIS ALDERSON SUITE, ROTHER FED
Committee Directors:
Cllr Jane Austen (JA) - Chair


Liz Booth (LB)

Mahmood Sultan (MS)




In Attendance: 

Phil Rees (PR)




Sarah Kelly (SK) –un Minutes
Andrew Roddison (AR) for item 6 

Ayuba Lawan (AL) for item 8
	Item No.
	
	Action Log Reference

	
	Governance 
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that Margaret Hartley could join the committee as a tenant representative from the Board.
MS place on the Audit & Governance Committee as a representative from the Sustainable Communities Committee was confirmed.

The current Terms of Reference for the Committee are to be sent to all members. 

Letter to be sent to Mary Jacques thanking her for all her work on the committee.
	37-08

38-08

	
	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Barry Dodson (BD), Almas Abbasi (AA), Steve Ruffle (SR)
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Sustainable Communities Committee Meeting held on 23rd July 2008 
	

	
	
	

	
	The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising & Action Log
	

	
	
	

	
	PR explained that the best person to report on leases of council buildings for TARAs would be Jan Leyland. It was agreed that PR would ask Jan Leyland to provide a report to the next Committee.
	8
39-08

	
	
	

	
	The Committee received a copy of the Declaration of Interest Form which PR had received from RMBC. It was agreed that this needed to be adapted and taken to Audit & Governance Committee for approval.
	18

	
	
	

	
	Compact Monitoring Group has not met since the last meeting.
LB explained that she had not been able to attend the last 2 meetings of the Compact Monitoring Group as it clashed with other meetings. It was agreed to look at appointing a substitute for LB and fill any other appointments at the October Committee meeting.
	29
40-08

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to start a new action log. The Committee agreed that there needed to be some standardisation to the minutes and action logs across 2010 and it was agreed that this should be referred  to the Audit & Governance Committee
	41-08

	4.
	Declarations of Interest
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest
	

	
	
	

	
	Items for Decision 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	The Forward Plan for the Sustainable Communities Committee
	

	
	
	

	
	The forward plan was agreed with the following additions:
19th November 
· Audit Commission Inspection Result

· Report on the progress of the Marketing and Communications Strategy

18th February 
· Customer Feedback Procedure – Feedback on the                                                                         success of the procedure.              
· Analysis on Stage 3 complaints including what’s been learnt.
PR to update the forward plan and re-issue to Committee members.
	42-08

	
	
	

	6.
	National Tenants Voice Consultation
	

	
	
	

	
	AR explained to the Committee that on behalf of the Department of Communities and Local Government, a project group is undertaking a consultation on a new National Tenants Voice (NTV). The Committee discussed the consultation paper and the work that Rother Fed have already done.
JA raised concerns that the consultation paper does not address how TAROE, Tenants and Residents Organisations of England, the national umbrella organisation for Tenants and Residents Associations within England and NTV will be working together. It was also agreed that the independency of the NTV would be questioned as it will be funded by the government bodies that it may need to challenge.
Rother Fed invited the Committee to attend an event at Yorkshire and Humber Federation for Tenants and Residents on the 2nd September regarding the consultation. 
It was agreed that Rother Fed would provide an update on the NTV at the next meeting.
	43-08

	
	
	

	
	Discussions took place regarding communication issues between Tenant Board Members and Rother Fed and it was agreed that a meeting would take place between Tenant Board Members and Rother Fed to try to resolve this.
	

	
	
	

	
	New Tenancy Agreement
The Committee discussed the new Tenancy Agreements that have been sent to tenants and questions were raised regarding the involvement and input of 2010. It was agreed that PR would check the level of input with Richard Walker and it was agreed that JA would raise the issue with the cabinet member if there had been no involvement.
	44-08

	
	
	

	
	Items for Discussion
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Annual Report on achievements
	

	
	
	

	
	The Committee gave their thanks to PR for putting the Annual Report on achievements together.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Good Neighbour Agreements
	

	
	
	

	
	AL presented information on the Good Neighbourhood Agreements and it was agreed that copies of the presentation would be posted to all Committee members.
AL explained that the pilot agreement was proving to be a success and that things had improved and plans were in place to roll out to other parts of the borough identified in the Respect Agenda.
JA asked if it would be possible to include the telephone numbers for the SNT’s in the agreements and PR said he would raise this with Richard Walker.
	45-08

46-08

	
	
	

	9
	Update from the Compact Monitoring Group
	

	
	
	

	
	The Compact Monitoring Group has not met
	

	
	
	

	10
	Update from Rother Fed 
	

	
	
	

	
	Report noted by the Committee.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Items for Information
	

	
	
	

	11.
	Future Agenda Items
	

	
	
	

	
	These were agreed under item 5.The Forward Plan for the Sustainable Communities Committee.
	

	
	
	

	
	Additional Agenda Item for decision
	

	
	
	

	12.
	Report - Review of the 2010 Quality Awards
	

	
	
	

	
	PR presented the report to the group and explained that the purpose of the report was to simplify the process for nominating and selecting Quality Award winners. There would no longer be formal categories or criteria and the new scoring system would give panellists, who cant attend the meeting, the opportunity to select their favourite nominations and forward to the meeting.

The Committee agreed to pilot the new process and asked PR to give an update at the next meeting. 
	47-08

	
	
	


Signed as a true and accurate record.




…………………………… (Chair)

        ………………………………  (Dated) 
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