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MINUTES OF SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 21st JANUARY 2009 AT 10:00 AM IN THE

DENNIS TOWNSEND ROOM, EASTWOOD
Committee Directors:
Cllr Jane Austen (JA) - Chair

Liz Booth (LB)

Almas Abbasi (AA)



In Attendance: 

Phil Rees (PR)




Sarah Roper (SR) –un Minutes



Neil Everest (NE) 



Kristina Lomas – Groundwork




Richard Walker (RW)
	Item No.
	
	Action Log Reference

	
	Governance 
	

	
	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
	

	
	
	

	
	Jayne Hurley
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Sustainable Communities Committee Meeting held on 19TH November 2008 
	

	
	
	

	
	The minutes were discussed & agreed
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising & Action Log
	

	
	JA to ask the Board in February to consider nominating a Board Member to serve on this committee.

An additional member to serve on the Audit &Governance Committee will also be required.

	01 - 09

	
	Re. Action Log reference 68 – 08, it was agreed that the Committee should maintain an overview of strategies with a focus on customer outcomes, the ‘so what’ question.  The Committee still needs to know which strategies this Committee is due to oversee.  PR to raise this matter with the Audit and Governance committee.
Action log ref. 73 – 08 re. the Scrutiny review of Choice Based Lettings: given that the review is principally about the customer experience of CBL it may be the case that 2010 staff have not been invited to participate.  Later in the meeting Richard Walker agreed to look into this matter.
	02 - 09
03 - 09

	
	
	

	4.
	Declarations of Interest
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest
	

	
	
	

	
	Items for Decision 
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Environmental Baseline Assessment – Key Findings by Kristina Lomas
	

	
	
	

	
	Kristina Lomas from Groundwork presented the findings of the 2010 Environmental Impact Baseline Assessment.  KL explained the baseline assessment and 2010 Rotherham Limited’s objectives.  KL explained the significant impacts that 2010 has on the environment and the costs to the company, and outlined the key observations of the report.  The latter included:
· a very good policy
· positive staff supportive of the green agenda

· data robustness/availability problems

· questionable compliance with environmental legislation e.g. waste transfer permits.
In the course of the discussion AA expressed concern at the lack of awareness of legislation and noted the need for staff training to ensure 2010 is aware of the legal requirements.
Outlining the recommendations, KL referred to BS8555 which offers a 6 phase approach to the implementation of an environmental management system, and gives 2010 milestones and clear resource requirements. To take forward this matter 2010 will need to clarify environmental responsibilities and set up a working group to include parties such as stores, RBT, RMBC, and IT.
NE reported that a growth bid is being submitted to fund the implementation of the Environmental Management System.
LB expressed an interest in how 2010 handles recycling.  The excellent recycling performance of the Decent Homes Partners was noted.
Recommendations from JA to the 2010 Board were endorsed by the meeting as follows:

A) That the 2010 Board ensures that environmental legislation is being adhered to
B) That this Committee receives regular updates on how 2010 is performing in relation to its environmental performance
C) That no papers are printed in colour for 2010 Board meetings
D) That the format of reports and letters is reviewed to minimise wasted paper

E) That attempts are made to improve the quality and supply of environmental management information via the relevant Service Level Agreement

F) A dialogue with Rother Fed is opened to ensure that environment performance becomes a part of the standards ALMOs will be judged against through the Tenant Services Authority.

These recommendations will be presented to the Board by JA, as Chair of this Committee. 
	04 - 09



	
	
	

	6.
	Update on Strategic Priority 3 ‘Developing customer involvement access and service’
	

	
	
	

	
	PR outlined the paper on Strategic Priority 3 on behalf of the lead officer, Jayne Hurley. 
JA asked that future reports provide a summary noting actions as red, amber and green, with the focus on what is going to be done to address the red and amber actions.  PR to advise JH re. this matter.
LB raised a strong concern about senior management not attending meetings and asked that this be addressed.

AA asked about delivery dates being altered and PR explained that this was due to the late publication of the Audit Commission Inspection Report. 
JA noted that 4 actions on the action plan had no update and should therefore be reported as red.  PR to advise JH re. this matter.
	05 - 09



	
	
	

	7.
	Respect Agenda – Andrew Leigh
AL reported that data is improving on ASB and that diversity information is improving.  All partners need to improve on sharing information.
AL also underlined the need to improve efforts to tackle fear of crime, referring to the ‘Spread the Word’ campaign, which is seeking to address this matter.  Features on crime are going into the next issue of ‘Round Your Place’.

JA asked AL to identify red and amber issues and risks involved and report back what actions are being taken, instead of sharing the raw data.  The Committee requested the ‘hot spot’ information and what is being done to address it.  AL to address this in future reports.
PR also noted that satisfaction ratings are important and should be reported quarterly
	06 - 09



	
	
	


Signed as a true and accurate record.




…………………………… (Chair)

        ………………………………  (Dated) 
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