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TURNING HOUSES INTO HOMES




MINUTES OF SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 23rd JULY 2008 AT 10:00 AM IN THE

DENNIS TOWNSEND ROOM, EASTWOOD
Committee Directors:
Cllr Jane Austen (JA) - Chair


Almas Abbasi (AA)


Liz Booth (LB)

Sultan Mahmood (SM)




In Attendance: 

Phil Rees (PR)




Laura Hunt (LH) –un Minutes
Steve Ruffle (SR) for items 6 and 10
Chris Dayson (CD) for item 6
Lynne Rowan (LR) for item 7

	Item No.
	
	Action Log Reference

	
	Governance 
	

	
	
	

	
	JA welcomed Sultan Mahmood as a new member of the Committee.  SM to receive a copy of the Forward Plan and the Terms of Reference for the Committee.

The Committee recorded its thanks to Mary Jacques for her work on this committee.
	PR

	
	
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Barry Dodson (BD), Paul Webb (PW)
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Minutes of the Sustainable Communities Committee Meeting held on 18th June 2008 
	

	
	
	

	
	The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising & Action Log
	

	
	
	

	
	Action Log not updated for various actions from the last meeting.  LH to rectify.

	

	
	The pilot study into community buildings has not been carried out.  Asset Management within EDS and Neighbourhoods is now responsible for this.  This item to be taken off the action log and JA confirmed that she will present the report to the Committee once the audit has been completed.
	9

	
	
	

	
	PR has spoken to Richard Bellamy and requested a copy of the form which is used by the Council.  Once this has been received, PR will discuss this at a future meeting.
	18

	
	
	

	
	Housing and Neighbourhood Strategy – It was reported that it may not be possible for the presentation to be heard at a Board Meeting.  If this is the case, it is suggested that a workshop is undertaken on the strategy either immediately before or after the full Board meeting.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Declarations of Interest
	

	
	
	

	
	Sultan Mahmood’s interest in item 8 was duly noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Items for Decision
	

	
	
	

	5.
	The frequency of Sustainable Communities Committee meetings
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed that the Sustainable Communities Committee would continue to meet monthly as it was felt that the Committee does make a lot of important decisions.  In addition, in light of the Inspection report which is due to be published, a lot of actions from that will fall to this group.  The frequency of the meetings to be reviewed in six months’ time.
	

	
	
	

	
	Items for Discussion
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Annual Report – A review of the Tenants Movement and the Community Sector
	

	
	
	

	
	CD introduced and gave details from a report commissioned by VAR concerning the current position of the community sector in Rotherham.

Project currently underway with regard to gaining some lottery funding.  Whilst undertaking the review the impact of certain drivers on the voluntary sector is being analysed.  It is evident that different types of income are coming into the community sector with fewer grants available and the public sector moving in to contract arrangements; money is not coming into the community sector – the economic downturn also being a factor.
There is a Grass Roots grant available from the Government and Rotherham has been ring-fenced to receive £150k.  Rother Fed confirmed that they are doing some training with TARAs regarding the Grass Roots funding and how to get access to it.  Also it was recognised that the treasurers from the TARAs need training on managing their budgets.

With regard to the Empowerment Agenda, this will involve local people in decision-making and is to become a statutory duty.  The voluntary and community network is currently being developed.  JA stated that from 2010’s point of view, it was clear that the groups need to see the bigger picture in order to participate.  We have to be sure that the wheel is not reinvented and we need to look at work already being done, use existing vehicles and get involved with what is already in place and use existing expertise available.
PR was keen to identify established routes into communities of interest and asked if VAR could assist so communications can be opened up and information exchanged more effectively.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	Six Monthly Report – The ‘Here’s the Deal’ Compact
	

	
	
	

	
	The report is due to go the Cabinet/Scrutiny in September this year.  The Performance Monitoring Framework has now been updated and was presented to the Committee for their comments/approval.  Overall the targets were mostly green with only 5 that were amber and 1 red.
The Compact is being reviewed next year and the Committee were asked to think about whether there were any issues that they wanted to be included.

In terms of the draft report, the following points were noted and require further attention:-
· Key points are not clearly identified and headed.

· Document needs to be proof-read

· Main actions listed as bullet points for ease of reference

· Framework to be dated

· Direction of travel arrows included within the targets

· Sections should not be split across pages
	29

	
	
	

	8
	Report – Tenants Elections
	

	
	
	

	
	6 candidates will compete for the 3 available places.  All candidates have been through the eligibility interview process (except Margaret Hartley, whi is exempt as an existing Board Director).  It was suggested that some money is invested regarding advertising the election via Rother FM, Rotherham Show, etc.
It was suggested that after the election, both the Committee and Rother Fed look at the spread of nominations and representatives and see whether it could be made more representative in future.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Report – The Round Your Place Community Van
	

	
	
	

	
	The report presented was for the Committee to note.  A further more in-depth report to be presented in 6 months’ time when it will be reported how the van has been used.
It was noted however that the van really does need to be publicised and tenants need to know where the van is going to be.  PR to speak to Rachael Ellis regarding a timetable of activities.

The following two events were mentioned where the van should be in attendance:-

· Saturday 9th August – Aston Carnival (JA contact)

· Saturday 16th August – Henley Community Gala, Oates Close Community Centre

LH to book the Community Van for these two events.
	35

LH

	
	
	

	10
	Update from Rother Fed 
	

	
	
	

	
	Report noted by the Committee.  
	

	
	
	

	
	Items for Information
	

	
	
	

	11.
	Future Agenda Items
	

	
	
	

	
	· ‘Communities in Control’ White Paper
· National Tenants Voice

· Good Neighbour Agreement


	


Signed as a true and accurate record.




…………………………… (Chair)

        ………………………………  (Dated) 
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